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Netanyahu hopes to pass laws to avert Shabbat 
coalition crisis as Litzman poised to resign 


Chaim Levinson 


Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu hopes to push 
through on Sunday two new 
pieces of legislation restrict- 
ing work on Shabbat. 

The move came after 
Health Minister Yaakov 
Litzman tendered his resig- 
nation on Friday over rail- 
way maintenance work that 
is being carried out on the 
Sabbath. 

Netanyahu plans to 
submit to the Ministerial 


Committee for Legislation 
on Sunday a draft law giv- 
ing the Interior Ministry 
the authority to repeal mu- 
nicipal bylaws. That would 
give it the power to order 
the closure on Shabbat of 
convenience stores and 
other businesses. 

The issue has become a 
point of friction between 
the government and United 
Torah Judaism, the ultra- 
Orthodox party of which 
Litzman is the chairman. 

Opposition to the bill is 


anticipated from other co- 
alition parties, including 
Defense Minister Avigdor 
Liberman’s Yisrael Beit- 
einu and Finance Minister 
Moshe Kahlon’s Kulanu, as 
well as from a number of 
Likud lawmakers. 

The second proposal that 
Netanyahu is seeking to 
have approved on Sunday 
is an amendment to the law 
governing the hours of work 


and rest. The law currently 
allows for special Shabbat 
work permits to maintain 
security, public services and 
critical economic activities. 

Under the proposed 
amendment, in issuing such 
permits the minister of la- 
bor, social affairs and social 
services would be required 
to consider also the “wel- 
fare of the worker, Israeli 
tradition, the existence of 


an alternative that does 
not require employment on 
weekly days of rest and the 
extent of damage to the pub- 
lic space.” 

Even though the pro- 
posed amendment was dis- 
tributed last week and the 
mandatory 21-day period 
for public comments has 
not yet passed, Netanyahu 
wants the law passed on 
Sunday. The legislation is 


expected to pass as it does 
not necessitate the cessa- 
tion of work on the Jewish 
day of rest, only consider- 
ation of it. 

Netanyahu held talks with 
leaders of the coalition par- 
ties, including United Torah 
Judaism, on Friday. Com- 
plicating matters, the party 
said its advisory Council of 
Torah Sages did not accept 
Litzman’s decision to resign, 
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and that Litzman’s resigna- 
tion does not mean that they 
are withdrawing from their 
commitment to the coalition. 

Nonetheless, Netanyahu is 
trying to prevent a scenario 
in which Litzman’s resigna- 
tion becomes the first step 
that will lead the ultra-Or- 
thodox to radicalize their po- 
sitions on other issues related 
to religion and state. 

A source close to Litzman 
told Haaretz he was “not in- 
terested in resigning or in 
leaving the coalition. He’d 


rather work to secure more 
achievements” on issues like 
mandatory army conscrip- 
tion, “but he has no choice. 
The rabbi instructed him [to 
quit] and he has to obey.” 

Litzman reportedly in- 
formed Netanyahu of his 
decision on Friday after 
consulting with the rabbini- 
cal leader of the Gur Ha- 
sidic sect, who are said to 
have urged Litzman not to 
compromise in allowing the 
government to employ Jews 
on Shabbat. 


Amos Harel 


Survivors recall 
attack on Sinai 
mosque that killed 305 


The Associated Press 


ISMAILIA, Egypt — They 
arrived in five SUVs, took 
positions across from the 
mosque’s door and win- 
dows, and just as the imam 
was about to deliver his 
Friday sermon from atop 
the pulpit, they opened fire 
and tossed grenades at the 
estimated 500 worshippers 
inside. When the violence 
finally stopped, more than 
300 people, including 27 
children, had been killed 
and 128 injured. 

As the gunfire rang 
out and the blasts shook 
the mosque, worshippers 
screamed and cried out in 
pain. A stampede broke out 
in the rush toward a door 
leading to the washrooms. 
Others tried desperately to 
force their way out of the 
windows. 

Those who survived 
spoke of children scream- 
ing as they saw parents and 
older brothers mowed down 
by gunfire or shredded by 
the blasts. Some marveled at 
their narrow escape from a 
certain death. Some families 
lost all or most male mem- 
bers in the massacre. 


So composed were the 
militants that they methodi- 
cally checked their victims 
for any sign of life after the 
initial round of blazing gun- 
fire. Those still moving or 
breathing received a bullet 
to the head or the chest, the 
witnesses said. When the 
ambulances arrived they 
shot at them, repelling them 
as they got back into their 
vehicles and fled. 

Friday’s assault was 
Egypt’s deadliest attack 
by Islamic extremists in 
the country’s modern his- 
tory, a grim milestone in a 
long-running fight against 
an insurgency led by a local 
affiliate of the Islamic State 
group. Al-Rawdah Mosque 
wasin a sleepy village by the 
same name in Egypt’s trou- 
bled northern Sinai, near the 
small town of Bir al-Abd. 

A statement by the coun- 
try’s chief prosecutor, Nabil 
Sadeq, said the attackers, 
some masked, numbered 
between 25 and 30. Those 
with bare faces sported 
heavy beards and long hair, 
it added. Clad in military- 
style camouflage pants and 
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The aftermath of the terror attack inside the Al-Rawdah Mosque. 


Stringer / Anadolu Agency 


Egypt pays a deadly price for its years of neglect in Sinai 


The Islamic State has yet 
to take responsibility for the 
attack on a Sufi mosque in 
northern Sinai on Friday 
that claimed 305 lives, but 
there is little doubt that it 
was carried out by Wilayat 
Sinai - an Islamic State af- 
filiate in the Sinai. The or- 


ganization has targeted Su- 
fis before in other countries 
and it is currently the only 
insurgent group operating 
in Sinai capable of such a 
large-scale attack. Which 
leads to the question, why 
is ISIS, currently in retreat 
in its former main strong- 


holds of Syria and Iraq, still 
capable of such operations, 
in Egypt of all places. 
Unlike Syria and Iraq, 
where Islamic State took ad- 
vantage of the vacuum creat- 
ed by civil war and demoral- 
ized armies, Egypt — despite 
political upheaval in recent 
years — still boasts the larg- 
est army in the Arab world 
and for over four years, has 
been ruled by the iron fist of 


amilitary regime. The Egyp- 
tian army does not lack for 
the resources to fight a coun- 
ter-insurgency war in Sinai, 
including mobile armored 
vehicles and attack helicop- 
ters. Israel has green-lighted 
every Egyptian request to 
reinforce its units in the pen- 
insula, despite the demili- 
tarization protocols of the 
Camp David peace accords. 
And yet despite Egypt’s on- 


going campaign to wipe out 
ISIS in Sinai — a campaign 
which, according to foreign 
reports, includes major as- 
sistance from Israel — the 
group still retains the capa- 
bility of launching the sort of 
devastating attack we saw on 
Friday. 

Ayear ago, the tide seemed 
to have turned in Sinai. Ina 
series of attacks on Wilayat 
strongholds, the Egyptians 


succeeded in eliminating 
an estimated two-thirds of 
the ISIS fighters, including 
their commander Abu Du’a 
al-Ansari. They were down 
to around only 300 men when 
Muhammad al-Isawi, known 
in ISIS as Abu Osama al- 
Masri, an Egyptian who had 
fought with the group in Syr- 
ia, took command. Al-Masri, 
with reinforcements, aid and 
supplies from Islamic State’s 


base in Libya has succeeded 
in reviving the organiza- 
tion, with its numbers back 
to around a 1,000 and more 
damaging attacks on both 
military and civilian targets. 

According to intelligence 
sources, the Wilayat’s fight- 
ing force is made up of 
Egyptian Islamists, volun- 
teers from other countries, 
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Egypt’s 
inept 
security 
forces 


The massacre of worship- 
pers at a mosque in Sinai on 
Friday - the deadliest jihadi 
terror attack ever in Egypt 
-— is the Egyptian security 
forces’ second failure in just 
over amonth. In the previous 
incident, in the Giza district 
west of Cairo, more than 50 
Egyptian policemen were 
killed in a raid gone wrong at 
ahideout of Muslim Brother- 
hood militants. After the first 
incident, President Abdel- 
Fattah al-Sissi fired his army 
chief of staff, now simply a 
presidential adviser. 

From the Israeli point 
of view, the two Egyptian 
failures are astonishing. 
Especially in Sinai, it’s hard 
to understand how after 
constantly fighting the Is- 
lamic State’s Wilayat Sinai 
affiliate in recent years, 
the Egyptians have let fewer 
than 1,000 operatives carry 
out such murderous attacks. 
The ineffectiveness of the 
Egyptian security forces 
cries out to the heavens, 
especially when we remem- 
ber the foreign media’s re- 
ports that Israel has been 
extensively helping Egypt 
in intelligence and the use 
of drones against Islamic 
State strongholds. 

The United States shares 
the frustration and surprise; 
in a number of cases Wash- 
ington noted to Sissi and his 
people that the Egyptian se- 
curity forces’ preparedness 
was clumsy and predictable. 
In the fight against terror 
and guerrilla groups, quick- 
er action is needed, com- 
bining precise intelligence 
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U.S.: Palestinian D.C. mission will 
remain open for at least 90 days 


AmirTibon 
and Jack Khoury 


WASHINGTON - The 
Trump administration has 
decided that the Palestin- 
ian diplomatic delegation 
in Washington, D.C. will 
remain open for at least the 
next 90 days, but its activ- 
ity will be limited to actions 
that support efforts to re- 
new the Israeli-Palestinian 
peace process. 

The decision was an- 
nounced on Friday night, a 
week after U.S. Secretary 
of State Rex Tillerson sent a 
letter to the Palestinian lead- 
ership warning that the del- 
egation might be shut down 
as a result of statements 
made by Palestinian Presi- 
dent Mahmoud Abbas, who 
called on the International 
Criminal Court to investi- 
gate Israel and prosecute 
actions by Israelis. 

According to the State 
Department, the statements 
made by Abbas go against a 
U.S. law which stipulates 
that the Palestinian mission 
should be closed if the Pal- 


estinians try to take action 
against Israel at the ICC. 

An official in the State 
Department told Haaretz 
on Friday that the delega- 
tion will be open for at least 
90 days, and at the end of 
that period, Trump could 
announce that he is prolong- 
ing its activity because it is 
vital for supporting “mean- 
ingful” Israeli-Palestinian 
negotiations. This is in ac- 
cordance with the U.S. law 
that describes the delegate’s 
mandate. 

The official added that 
“given the lapse last week 
of a waiver of statutory re- 
strictions on PLO activity in 
the United States, we have 
advised the PLO Office to 
limit its activities to those 
related to achieving a last- 
ing, comprehensive peace 
between the Israelis and 
Palestinians.” 

According to the official, 
“the relevant statute pro- 
vides that if, after 90 days, 
the President determines 
the Palestinians are en- 
gaged in direct and mean- 
ingful negotiations with Is- 


rael, restrictions on the PLO 
and its Washington Office 
may be lifted.” 

The official added that 
“the administration has 
been actively involved in 
efforts to restart substan- 
tial Israeli-Palestinian ne- 
gotiations, and has thus far 
found both parties to be 


cooperative, constructive, 
and prepared to engage in 
negotiations. 


We therefore are opti- 
mistic that at the end of this 
90-day period, the political 
process may be sufficiently 
advanced that the President 
will be in a position to allow 
the PLO office to resume 
full operations.” 

Despite a number of press 
reports that suggested the 
contrary, the official in- 
sisted that “the lapse in the 
waiver was not intended to 
create ‘leverage’ with or im- 
pose pressure on the Pales- 
tinians, with whom we have 
been having constructive 
discussions about the path 
to a lasting, comprehensive 
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Inside Today 


The sin of U.S. 
Jews: liberalism 


How Israel’s right 
breeds contempt 


Opinion, Page 5 


U.S. Jews: 
Hotovely 
doesn’t get us 
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UN chief warns: Israel-Hezbollah 
tensions could escalate into war 
SE 


The Associated Press 


United Nations Secretary- 
General Antonio Guterres 
is warning that unauthor- 
ized weapons in the hands 
of Hezbollah, coupled with 
threatening rhetoric from 
the Lebanese militant group 
and Israeli officials, “height- 
ens the risk of miscalcula- 
tion and escalation into con- 
flict.” 

The UN chief called on 
Hezbollah and Israel, who 
fought a war in 2006, “to ex- 
ercise restraint at all times.” 

Guterres said in a report 
to the UN Security Council 
circulated Friday that al- 
legations of arms transfers 
to Hezbollah continue “on 
a regular basis,” which the 
UN takes seriously but “is 
not in a position to substan- 
tiate them independently.” 

He noted, however, that 
Hezbollah has acknowl- 
edged “use and display of 
that weaponry.” 

The UN resolution that 
ended the 2006 war calls 
for Hezbollah and all other 


| 


militias operating in Leba- 
non to be disarmed and de- 
mobilized. 

It also calls for the 
10,700-strong UN peace- 
keeping force known as 


Ay PA, 


A soldier on Israel’s border with Lebanon this month. 


UNIFIL to monitor a zone 
south of the Litani River 
near Israel’s border where 
Hezbollah is banned from 
keeping weapons. 

Guterres said Israel in- 


Menahem Kahana/AFP. 


formed UNIFIL of the al- 
leged presence of Hezbollah 
weapons and infrastructure 
in three specific locations 
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